
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Inscribed by God”
Mark 12:13-17

Jesus knows the motive of your heart behind the words of your mouth (13-15).
Normally, the Herodians and the Pharisees would have despised each other, but their 

mutual hatred of Jesus brought them together against Jesus. Their plan was simple. They would 
box in Jesus with a question that would bring trouble for Jesus regardless of the answer that He 
provided. If Jesus told them not to pay taxes, the Roman government would have cause to 
accuse Him. However, if Jesus told them to pay taxes, many zealous Jews would accuse and 
reject Him. Rather than revealing their motive, the Herodians and Pharisees came to Jesus with 
flattery to try to trick Jesus into their trap, but Jesus — truly man and truly God — knew their 
intentions. He saw through the façade of their words to the motive of their hearts. Nothing has 
changed, Jesus still knows the motive of your heart behind the words of your mouth, so there’s 
no logical option but to be truthful before the Lord.
1. Read the words that the Herodians and Pharisees spoke to Jesus. What is true in their 

words? What did they believe or not believe in what they said to and about Jesus? How were 
they being hypocritical?

2. Do you ever come to God with hidden motives? Do you ever try to hide your motives from 
others? Why?

3. How does it make you feel to know that Jesus knows the motive of your heart? How should 
this fact impact the way that you come to God with your words?

Jesus reminds you to give government what belongs to government (15-17).
Jesus answered the trick question with a truthful answer that confounded His enemies. 

He changed the game they were playing, throwing back to them the problem they were trying to 
create for Him. The coin that Jesus held was made by the Roman government. The coin had 
been inscribed by the Roman government, and it had the image of Caesar inscribed on it. 
Therefore, the answer to the question of taxes was simple. If you are a citizen who lives under 
the protection, the economy, the territory, etc. of the Roman government, then pay to the 
government what belongs to the government. It was impossible to argue with the logic of Jesus. 
It was not an issue of Jesus asserting a desire to pay taxes as much as it was an argument for 
the obvious obligation to pay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar. Of course, the power of the 
argument wasn’t connected to giving government what belongs to government; rather, the 
power of Jesus’ argument came in what He said next….
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1. Make a list of the things that rightfully belong to the government in your lives, starting with 
“taxes.” Discuss these things, as well as why they rightfully belong to government.

2. Read Romans 13:1-7. Discuss how these verses connect to the words of Jesus in Mark 12. 
Why is this important in the life of a believer and in the life of the church?

3. What are the implications of these words for your lives? What are the implications of these 
words for the church? 

4. How should these truths from God’s Word impact the way that Christians engage in politics 
and political change?

Jesus reminds you to give God what belongs to God (15-17).
The real heart of Jesus’ response to the trick question of the Herodians and Pharisees 

was found in these powerful words: “[Render] to God the things that are God’s” (Mark 12:17b). 
They couldn’t argue with that! They knew in their hearts that they were guilty of not doing that! 
Unfortunately, the answer Jesus provided didn’t have the effect that they were expecting. The 
answer didn’t provide the Roman authorities with a reason to accuse Jesus, and it didn’t solicit 
an angry rejection of Jesus from zealous Jews. Instead, it provided the simple truth of what God 
deserves and what sinners withhold from Him. Jesus reminded the people of the reality that 
men and women were created in the image of God; they were made by Him. For us still today, 
this truth means that we belong to God. As those who enjoy the benefits of living under His 
protection, His economy, His territory, etc., we should give God what belongs to Him. Implied in 
this truth is also the reality that we can’t give to others what belongs to God, including our 
money, our time, our allegiance, and our worship. We should give to God what belongs to God 
since our lives are inscribed by Him.
1. What has the image of God inscribed on it? Discuss the implications of this reality in your 

lives.
2. If people don’t give God what He deserves in their lives, then what are they doing to God? 

Why? Explain, and discuss. Use Scripture to support your explanation.
3. Make a list of the things that belong to God in your lives. From the list, are there any things 

that you are struggling to give to God? Why?
4. Close in prayer, thanking God for all He gives us and committing to recognize and to give to 

God all that belongs to Him in your lives.
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